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PROCEEDI NGS

MS. BEAL: Let nme just begin by saying that
my nanme is Julie Beal. |I'mwth the National
Transportation Safety Board in Washi ngton, D.C

This interview is being conducted in
furtherance of our investigation of the U S. S
Greenville and the Ehine Maru off the coast of Pearl
Har bor, Hawaii .

And if you would please state your nane for
the record and spell it?

MS. SCHNUR: Ckay. It's Susan. You want
to spell the first name, too?

MS. BEAL: No, your |ast nane --

MS. SCHNUR: Ckay. It's Susan Schnur, S-C-
H- N- U- R

MS. BEAL: Great. And would you give your
address, please, for the record?

MS. SCHNUR: (Address omtted from
transcript)

MS. BEAL: Very good. And Ms. Schnur, if
you would just in your own words take your time and
wal k through the events fromthe time you arrived at
t he naval base at Pearl Harbor and just describe for
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the record, please, if you would, basically what you
were told, you know, any announcenents or briefings
t hat you heard, what you saw, what you heard, what
you did. Just sort of walk me through the events of
the day starting at the tinme that maybe you arrived
at Pearl Harbor, which | understand was around 8: 30
a.m? |s that correct?

MS. SCHNUR: | -- | don't -- | don't
remenber the exact time. | renmenber that -- that we
were neeting to | eave the hotel at 5:30.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Wwell, --

MS. SCHNUR: But you're probably right. By
the tine that we -- we waited for a while for Ro.
She's the -- she was the naval escort.

MS. BEAL: Uh huh.

MS. SCHNUR: We waited for her in the
parking | ot before we were even on the base, and we
probably waited there a good half hour. And then we
-- we followed her in -- in our -- in our van, and |
believe we had two cars with the 14 people that --

t hat our particular group was wth.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And we just followed her in --
to the side of the submarine.
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MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And once we got to the
submarine --

MS. BEAL: Did she give any briefing prior

to your boarding the submarine?

MS. SCHNUR: | don't renenmber. | -- 1 -- |
do not renmenmber any briefing. | renenmber she -- she
accepted -- we had signed waivers and she took

t hose. And when we got to the side of the subnmarine
there was a chief of staff there. H's nanme was
sonet hi ng Brandhuber. And he net us, shook our
hands, and invited us aboard. | also believe the
captain net us outside the submarine too, but |

don't renenber that for sure.

MS. BEAL: Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: And then we were all escorted
into the -- the mess, the -- the crew s nmess. And
there we were asked to be seated and then we
received a briefing.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Can you describe the

briefing a little bit?

MS. SCHNUR: Well, it was -- it was very
casual. We had a general slide show fromthe XO
Pfeiffer. | think that was who did it. And then a
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coupl e ot her people spoke. And they just showed us

t he general -- general things about the Navy and
submarines, nothing -- nothing terribly specific.
And I think -- 1 -- 1 just -- | don't

remenber the specifics of who said what where. But
in general they told us that -- that it was going to
be a great day and we were going to be getting
tours, we would have a chance to go up on the
bridge, that we'd have a -- a chance to go stand up
outside as we were | eaving the port, not once we
were getting into the choppier waters. But
everything and everywhere that we went was -- was
going to be carefully escorted.

He told us the areas, and when | say "he" |
do not remenber who specifically. But they told us
that -- that we could not go -- the areas we coul d
not go in, and specifically that was the -- the

reactor area, and he showed us which door and said

do not go past here at all. That -- that -- that's
a no-no. But he said since sonebody'll always be
with you you'll -- you'll know that -- that there'l

al ways be soneone to tell you you can't go in there.
MS. BEAL: Let me -- could | ask a couple
guestions here?

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

MS. SCHNUR: Ckay.

MS. BEAL: What was the size of your group?

MS. SCHNUR: The group that we were in,
there was 14. And then there was anot her couple who

ended up com ng down to the crew s ness as we were

seat ed.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: And we did not know them

MS. BEAL: Okay.

Okay. That was all. Go ahead. So you're
-- so you were showed now off -- the reactor area's
off limts, and go ahead.

MS. SCHNUR: Yeah. And he told us that --
that there were -- we m ght encounter other things
and he would -- he would tell us what is off-limts

and what is not. And they tal ked about general

don't touch any buttons, don't -- don't do anything
wi t hout the perm ssion of. They had us -- they
handed out sone literature on -- on submarines and

t hey went over it just very, very, very briefly.

And they also told us that if we had brought caneras
that -- to please ask prior to taking any pictures
but that they would be very specific when they did
not want a picture taken.
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MS. BEAL: Mm hmm
MS. SCHNUR: And -- and they said that --

that some of the areas that were off-limts were
sonar and the -- can't remenber what ot her areas
they said. Anything that showed what -- what |evel

t hey were, what depth, that that was going to be
off-limts. But again, they said don't worry, we
will definitely |let you know when -- when pictures
are not permtted.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: And then, at that point the
captain -- the captain was in there sporadically,
just don't remenber what parts of the speech that he
gave. But at that point --

MS. BEAL: Okay. But this is all still
taking place in the crew ness, correct?

MS. SCHNUR: Yeah, we were all just sitting
in the crew s ness.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: They had us -- they had
styrof oam cups and they had us put a name or a
design on them and they said that they were going to
be throwi ng those out in, like, a nesh bag outside
as we subnmerged. And then when we got back up, when
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it was tinme to | eave they would -- they would bring
t hose back in for us and -- and they -- we could see
what the pressure does to those.

So anyway, they were just -- they were just
ki nd of setting up the tour and trying to get us
excited for the things that we were going to see and
assuring us that it would be safe and we would be --
we would totally enjoy it.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS5. SCHNUR: And then at the tine he said -
- the captain said, we'll bring a group of you, and
| don't recall how many 'cause | was not involved in
t hat group, and you can go out and stand outside the
-- and | don't renmenber what they call -- it's the
| ong part of the sub where people can stand outside
of. And they all had to put on life -- life
preservers --

MS. BEAL: Right.

MS. SCHNUR: -- whatever. | just don't
remenmber what that -- that is called. It's like the
platformout -- actually outside where the water's
on both sides but -- but there were officers or

crewmren up there with them

MS. BEAL: Right.
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MS. SCHNUR: And then -- and then he said
that he would take four up to the bridge. And that

was -- we -- we -- | should say, "I. Tony and

had a chance to go up on that particular part. And
they -- they strapped us with I don't know what you
call them but very protective gear to as when we got
up there we were strapped onto railings up on the
bridge. And -- and the bridge is -- is that -- that
part that sticks way up.

MS. BEAL: Right.

MS. SCHNUR: Up on the top.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And so we were up there with
the captain and there were two other crewnren there
up there at the tine. | believe that's where they
steer. And then | don't recall how |long we were up
there, but we -- we were up there for a good --
m nimum five -- five mnutes.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: Perhaps nore than that.

And from that point on, we went back
downstairs, and | think we were back in the crew s
mess for -- for a while. And then we were taken on
a tour. And nost of our tour was conducted by -- |
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don't renenber what his rank was, but it was Meador,
ME-A-D-OR And he took us on a -- on a very
ext ensive tour of the submarine. And he -- he gave
det ai | ed expl anations of -- of things that,
obvi ously, he was allowed to and he was very, very
good about answering questions.

But he -- he took us to all the parts of

the submari ne that we were allowed or cleared to

see.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: | could never take you in
order of -- of --

MS. BEAL: Right.

MS5. SCHNUR: -- of what we did --

MS. BEAL: That's fine.

MS. SCHNUR: -- because there were so nany
things. And |l -- I"'mnot -- I"'mnot -- I"mnot a

guy so those kinds of things it was very neat to see
but | could never retain what it is | saw.

MS. BEAL: Right.

MS. SCHNUR: But | found it to be very
interesting. They were very polite. They never
left us. He was very good about introducing us to
ot her crew nmenmbers. The other crew nenbers were
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very, very kind, very helpful, very informative if
there were questions. If -- if we were -- 1|ike,
specifically in the torpedo room He sonetines

al l owed other crew menbers to tell us what it is
that they do because that may have been their
particul ar piece of equipment or their particul ar
speci al ty.

And then -- then after that | think we --
we ended up back up in the control room

MS. BEAL: Now, are you still -- the group
has been broken into a smaller group now?

MS. SCHNUR: The group has been broken up
into a smaller group but I think that there were --
t here may have been ei ght of us.

MS. BEAL: Okay. So about half and hal f?

M5. SCHNUR: | think it was about half and
hal f .

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: And it probably was that way
because they also split us up for lunch --

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: -- and they -- they could only
do half at a tine.

But there were -- there were one or two
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t hat got seasick and ended up having to lie down in

-- in the officer's quarters from our group, so --

so there were -- there were never the sane people
there at -- at the sanme tine.
But anyway, after -- after the -- the main

tour we went up to the control room And at that
time we were not subnerged. We were still on top.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

M5. SCHNUR: | think. | don't renenber. |
don't renenmber when we actually subnerged.

MS. BEAL: It's tough when there are no
wi ndows, huh?

MS. SCHNUR: No -- exactly.

(Laught er)

MS. SCHNUR: Exactly. And they -- they
showed us -- there wasn't a whole | ot of explanation
as to what everything was in the control room but
they just -- they just kind of allowed us to watch
and see what was goi ng on, which wasn't a whole | ot
at the tine.

And then -- then sonebody stuck their head
out of the sonar room and said that they had found
live whales and that if we were interested we could
go in and listen. So we did go in and we |istened,
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and we were in there a good 10 to 15 m nutes just
kind of listening the whales and -- and the two --
there were actually three crew nenmbers in there at
the time. Just kind of explained their job and --
and allowed us to listen and it was just -- just
that -- that is what it was.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And at the tine we were doing
that | think the first round of |unch was goi ng on.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: Because | recall a few tines
the XO Pfeiffer kept saying that he was going to go
down and push them al ong because they were taking a
long tine eating. | believe the commander was down
with that first group and they -- and he led the
first lunch.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS5. SCHNUR: And so this -- this tine we

were just kind of -- just |ooking around, constantly
bei ng supervised or -- or being watched or being | ed
or being instructed but -- but we just kind of spent
alot of time up there until it was time for us to

go down to lunch. And then we switched off the

groups. | think the groups went upstairs and we
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went down, and we had our | unch

And then | think when we got done with
l unch, and -- and -- again, |I'mnot 100 percent
sure, but I think that's when we went up because it
was time to start naneuvers.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: Again, | do not renmenber when
we subnerged, but at some point we did. Yeah, | --
| just don't renember. We may have been during
unch. | just do not renenber.

MS. BEAL: MM hrm That's fine.

MS. SCHNUR: | just -- | just -- | cannot
remenmber. But then we eventually all ended up in
the control room And | specifically -- by the tine

we got up there there was roomfor me to stand and
not -- not feel unconfortable or feel like I was in
anybody's way. | was standing -- it was kind of a
bi g, heavy desk thing off to the -- off to the right
shoul der of the commander but | was not right off
his shoulder. | was about five feet from-- five --
five to 10 feet fromhis shoulder. |'mnot good
wi th the distance.

MS. BEAL: Were these the tables with the
charts on thenf
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MS. SCHNUR: No, those were in the back.
MS. BEAL: Okay.
M5. SCHNUR: And | don't -- | don't have a
di agram ' cause | don't know what -- what they called
it, but there was like -- there was |ike -- the
pl ace for the -- the skipper to stand, and he had a
nm crophone and behind himwere the -- the two
peri scopes and there was a red phone. That's where

he was. O f to his right several feet there was --

there was a desk and it was -- | renmenber it very
clear -- it was a very snmall desk. It was like a --
a square. It was -- or alnost |like a podium --

MS. BEAL: Ckay.
MS. SCHNUR: -- kind of a thing. And I

remenber deciding | wanted to stand there because it

was not in any way near any -- any instruments and
if I stood up next to it people could get around me.
And also, if | held onto it as we were doing

maneuvers the thing wouldn't nove so that it was a
really easy thing to hold onto. | never had to put
my arnms up or anything. | could -- | could stand
agai nst that and never -- never feel like | needed
to grab onto anywhere else. So | liked where | was
‘cause | felt like | was totally out of the way --
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MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: -- of anybody. And that's
where | stood for the maneuvers.

And to start the maneuvers he did severa
side-by-side -- | don't renmenber if they called it
rolling or whatever, but it's where you would -- you
woul d veer off to the right several degrees and then

you woul d straighten out and then veer to the left

to several degrees. And then whatever. | don't --
| don't renenmber -- the angles. | think they called
"em angl es.

MS. BEAL: Uh huh. And who was operating
the -- the ship at that point?

MS. SCHNUR: The conmander.

MS. BEAL: Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: There was also an officer in
charge. Hi s name was Cohen

MS. BEAL: Mmhnmm  Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: But -- but primarily through
t hese maneuvers it -- it was -- | would say that --
well, all the conmmands were com ng fromthe

comrander .
MS. BEAL: Okay.
MS. SCHNUR: All the commands were coni ng
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fromthe commander. And there were -- there were
several nenbers of the crew in there, but | -- |
don't -- | do not know how many.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: But he was being very specific
about what he wanted themto do and gaugi ng how t hey

did after they did certain maneuvers and ki nd of

telling us what he was -- what he was | ooking for
and what -- what -- what angles he wanted to reach.
But again, that -- that -- that's really not ny

forte so | wasn't paying that close attention as to
depth or -- or what angle they made or whatever. |
was kind of in it for the sensation.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And then after he did these --

these -- these angles he told us that we were going
to do "the blow" And I -- I -- I"Il be honest
again. | was not paying that close of attention. |
had no idea | really needed to be. And | -- and | -
-1 -- 1 don't know if | knew exactly what it was we

were going to be doing. Wen he said that we were

going to be doing a blow and -- and letting water
out of the -- and -- and com ng straight up, | kind
of had a -- had a visualization in ny mnd. But now
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that |'ve seen the news reports and whatever it's
very much, much clearer -- much, nmuch clearer in ny
m nd what we were doing than it was at the tinme we
were doing it.

MS. BEAL: So he didn't -- at no point did
you get a briefing on what it was that this -- that
t hi s maneuver was about?

M5. SCHNUR: Oh, he did. He -- he did
tell. | just -- | guess | wasn't --

MS. BEAL: You just didn't visualize it. |

see.
MS. SCHNUR: -- following it or -- or
didn't -- it wasn't that | didn't care. | just -- |
guess | was deciding to nyself -- I'mnot a
mechani cal -- mechanically-inclined person so | -- |

wasn't really following what it was he was saying.
He was speaking in -- in sonewhat technical terns,
al though I'm sure that people that were paying
attention, real close attention conpletely
understood what it was that -- that he was sayi ng.
| guess | was just kind of absorbing and wat ching
and -- and not paying close enough attention to what
it was we were doing.

And | had a very good grasp on this podium
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thing and | knew that no nmatter what we did |
woul dn't have to worry about what -- which way we
were going or whatever, that | had a -- a good -- a
good firmgrasp. And | was kind of out of the
action.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: | was -- | was away. | was --

| was away on the side where there really wasn't any

action.

MS. BEAL: Mmhnmm  Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: But he did. He did explain
what we were doing. | just --

MS. BEAL: Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: -- | guess | -- I'mnot sure
that | cared enough to know precisely what it was we
were doing. |'mnot the engineering type.

MS. BEAL: Right.

MS. SCHNUR: But he did -- no, I will give
himcredit. He did do a good job explaining. I
just -- it was nme --

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: -- that wasn't really into it
in that respect.

And so -- I'mtrying to think of how the
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sequence was.

And | can't tell you exactly what commands
he call ed out because, as | said, | wasn't -- | just
wasn't payi ng enough attention to what it was we
were trying to do, although when -- when he said we
were going to be comng up to periscope depth
obvi ously understood what that neant because as we
got there the periscopes came down and Officer Cohen
did at | east two sweeps. | thought it was three.

And -- and we could see what he was seeing
t hrough the peri scope because there was a fl at
screen nonitor both in the -- where the controls
were up towards -- it was -- would be up towards ny
right, and that was a big screen. And then there
was al so a small screen kind of behind me over ny
| eft shoulder. And I could see it on the snall
screen and | could also see it on the big screen.

So when he was sweeping | -- | knew that -- that we
were at a point where -- where, obviously, we could
see out si de.

And -- and -- and | didn't see anything. |
mean it looked to ne |ike a bunch of nothing. It
was very white, very clear, although you could see
t he shapes of the waves. | nmean it -- it | ooked to
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nme |like he was looking it and -- and it was cl ear.
And he was kind of announcing what it was he was
goi ng to be doi ng.

And the XO Pfeiffer, he -- he was in the
sonar room and he ki nd of peeked out. And the
commander wal ked into the sonar room | -- | do not
know for how | ong, but that kind of happened in
front of me 'cause | was very close to the sonar
room And it wasn't very long. He cane back out
and he said, let ne take a | ook. And he did, |
t hought, three sweeps with the periscope but it
coul d have been two. | don't know at what point his
rotation was conplete, but |I would say it was
bet ween two and three sweeps. And again, didn't see
anyt hi ng.

And during his sweeps Pfeiffer stuck his
head out of the sonar room again, and | don't
remenber this conversation verbatim but he said
sonet hing and the commander | ooked at him and said,
yes, XO, | sawit, I'mfully aware of it. And
Pfei ffer said sonething again, | do not renenber.
And t he conmander said, yes, it's probably best that
you stay in the sonar room | do not know what that
meant, but that -- that was just sonething I
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observed.

And then he finished the periscope sweep
and gave his commands to -- to do the blow. And
do not renmenber technically, again, what -- what the
command was or -- or even the conversation that he
had, but he was very, very in tune and very in
control of -- of what his comands were. And his
of ficers were paying strict attention to what it was
their particular jobs were. | nean they were
extraordinarily professional.

| must go back, though. When we got on the
deck and we -- before we started doing these angles
and maneuvers the captain said, okay, we have
several guests up here and -- and | want you to know
that you're going to need to hang on, we're going to
be doing sone noves. If you feel that this nay
di sturb you or bother you in any way you nay want to
go down and sit down in the -- in the -- in the crew
-- in the crew s nmess. And he said, then you'l
al so get some really good visualizations of the --
there's -- they have, like, water coolers and juice
cool ers, things like that.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: Doi ng angl es he said you can -
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- you can just see exactly how far you're turning
because of the angle that -- that the juice of the
liquids turn.

MS. BEAL: Hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And he said that -- that you
m ght get a good view down there. He said, but if
you choose to stay on -- in -- in the control room|
have very strict rules. You do not get in the way,
you do not touch anything, and -- touch anything
wi t hout perm ssion, and you do -- you do not talk.
And so he nade those rules very clear.

So -- so back into doing the thing. When
he was tal ki ng nobody responded unl ess he was --
actually speaking to a particular person, to which
he would tell that particular person he was talking
to them by nanme and they would respond to him

MS. BEAL: Okay. So there was no talking
anong the -- anong the civilians?

MS. SCHNUR:  No.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: There may have been a coupl e
little oohs and aahs when an angle were done or
maybe a | augh here and there, but it was nothing --
not hi ng that woul d have disturbed, that woul dn't
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have been --

MS. BEAL: Right.

MS. SCHNUR: -- anything that woul d have
interfered with any conmands. | think the crew
nmenbers were tal king anongst thenselves as well or -
- or -- or telling -- they may have been telling
what point they were or nunbers or whatever, but the
-- the only thing that you heard, really, was the
crew tal king.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: And -- and everybody was very
respectful of that too because we didn't know what
was going on and -- and he nade the rul es very
cl ear.

MS. BEAL: Right.

MS. SCHNUR: As they did the entire day.
And | didn't see anybody and | know that | did not
di sobey any of that as well.

MS. BEAL: Hmm

M5. SCHNUR: | -- | don't know. | think
was very -- | can't say | was unconfortable, but | -
- | just never wanted to feel that | was in the way
sol -- 1 really made sure that when | was standing
somewhere that -- that | would never be in the
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crew s way or things like that, and that was the
entire -- that was through the entire day. It
wasn't just for those particular nmaneuvers or for
the blow. | just -- | felt nmy place was to be,
maybe, seen and not heard and not be in the way --

MS. BEAL: Yeah.

MS. SCHNUR: -- and that was just ny --

MS. BEAL: Well, did you -- | mean were any
-- was there in any way any distractions that you
saw created by the civilians in the command center?

MS5. SCHNUR: | didn't see that.

MS. BEAL: Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: | -- | thought that everybody
was being very respectful.

MS. BEAL: Good. Let ne -- can | call you
Susan?

MS. SCHNUR: Yeabh.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Let ne ask you just to
retrace one thing you told me now. Ckay. You said
t he commander | ooked through the periscopes and --
peri scope and did at |east two, possibly three
sweeps?

MS. SCHNUR:  Yes.

MS. BEAL: Okay. And then he went to the
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sonar roontf?

SCHNUR:  No.
MS. BEAL: Run nme -- run -- run that --
MS. SCHNUR:  No.
MS. BEAL: -- sequence --
MS. SCHNUR: It was the other way around.
MS. BEAL: Okay.
MS. SCHNUR: He -- he checked out sonething

in the sonar room and then cane out and did his
sweeps.

MS. BEAL: Okay. And then there was a
second set of sweeps, though, right?

MS. SCHNUR:  Yes.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Run through that whol e

sequence for nme again, the sonar sweeps?

MS. SCHNUR: Well, the sonar -- the sonar's
different than the sweeps. The -- Cohen. He was
the officer in charge. He -- he did the origina

set of sweeps.

MS. BEAL: Periscope sweeps. | -- | was --

MS. SCHNUR: Yeah, yeah. That's what they
-- that is what they call 'em

MS. BEAL: Okay. Okay. The first -- then
the first periscope sweeps were performed by -- by
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whont?

MS. SCHNUR: By Officer Cohen.

MS. BEAL: Cohen. Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: And the commander was -- you
know, and I -- |I'mnot 100 percent sure of when this

whol e -- exactly when this sonar thing -- that
conversation happened. It was very fast.

MS. BEAL: Unh huh. Okay.

MS5. SCHNUR: And I'm-- I'"mjust -- |'m not
100 percent sure of the -- of the exact timng of
it, but I do know that -- that he cane -- when he

cane out from checking real quick whatever it was he
was checking --

MS. BEAL: The commander?

MS. SCHNUR: -- he made sweeps.

MS. BEAL: |I'msorry. The -- when the
commander canme out?

MS. SCHNUR:  Yes.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Then he went and did a
second set of sweeps?

MS. SCHNUR:  Yes.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: And so anyway, as -- as the
procedure started --
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MS. BEAL: And what was his coment when he
was com ng out of the sonar roon?

MS. SCHNUR: He said sonething to the

effect -- well, at some point and I -- | don't think
it was during his sweeps or -- or it mght have -- |
don't -- I'"'m-- I'"mjust having a real tough tine
exactly when. It was right around that tinme the XO
poked his head out. It may have been during Cohen's
sweeps. But he poked his head out and -- and the
conmander | ooked up at him and said, yes, XO | saw
that, I"'mfully aware of it, and then whatever the
XO -- he made another conment that | didn't catch.

And he said, yeah, maybe it's best that you stay in
there for this procedure.

MS. BEAL: Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: And so the -- the XO was in
t he sonar roomthe whole tine.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: | think

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: At least that's where | saw
hi mgo back. And I -- | didn't -- | don't recal
seeing himafter that during the procedure.

MS. BEAL: Okay.
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MS. SCHNUR: So when he started the
procedure --

(There was a click on the tel ephone line.)

MS. BEAL: |Is that your phone?
SCHNUR: It is, but |I can --

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: -- ignore it.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: |'ve been ignoring that.

MS. BEAL: All right.

MS. SCHNUR: He asked -- | don't renenber
what his conmands were, but -- but he had a certain

specific set of commands and | could never for the
life of me ever renmenber what it was. But the
guestions that -- that | keep hearing were yes,
there was a civilian who did sonething to start the
procedure. | think it -- it appeared to me to be
extraordinarily token --

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS5. SCHNUR: -- when he did it. But he did
have whoever was in charge of that particul ar piece
of machi nery was right behind himand right with him
and it was explaining to himwhat it was that he
needed to do.
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| didn't have a very good angle of that. |

couldn't -- couldn't see that very well 'cause | was
conpletely on the other side. But I -- 1 could kind
-- | could kind of see that -- that the officer was

ri ght behind him and in fact, he was what kept ny
view from being on that -- that person who was doi ng
it.

And then -- then they had this other
civilian at the helm and | renmenber that 'cause |
could see that pretty clearly. And he also had a
guy who was right on him He was like right -- like
al nost kneeling right next to himexplaining what to
do and nmeking sure that -- that it was done
properly. But | also did get the inpression that it
was relatively token in the procedure as well
because it just didn't seemlike -- it just didn't
seem | i ke he was doi ng anything all that serious.
Just ny perception.

So anyway, the -- this maneuver started and
-- and we were shooting up towards the top. And we
nmust have surfaced and -- and | heard this -- |
didn't feel any mmjor shudder or anything |like that.

| -- in fact, | can't even recall the sensation of
-- of us shooting up and -- and -- and i ke,
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sl amm ng back down into the water. | don't -- |
don't even recall that. | was very -- | guess | was
braced so heavily against this desk that the desk
probably cushioned me from any maj or blows 'cause |
wasn't having to hold onto sonet hi ng above ne where
my body would go in whatever direction we were
going. | was just --

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: -- hugging this podiumthing.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

M5. SCHNUR: And -- but | did hear -- | did
hear a sound, and it sounded rather odd but -- but

not ever having done this before | didn't know if

t hat was something that -- you know, it could have
been us slamm ng down. It could have been anything
to ne. But | was |ooking at -- throughout the
entire thing |l was -- | was -- | was pretty much
wat chi ng the conmander 'cause | was -- | was
relatively in awe of himand -- and his control and

his poise and his -- just the way that he handl ed

his crew and commanded this -- the respect of his
crew. That's -- that's what | was focusing on

And -- and as that noise happened | -- | --
| was | ooking at his face and it -- his face kind of
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turned white and he -- and he said, Jesus, what the

hell was that?

And I'"'mthinking that it was -- it was the
officer in charge but I don't know, but sonmebody
responded to him | don't know, sir, | don't know.

And at that point | saw Pfeiffer -- 1 think
he cane in fromthe sonar room but | do not know for

sure. They were kind of |ooking around. They --
they -- they -- they pulled the periscope around and
pretty quickly they |ocked onto the -- the -- the
boat that they had hit. And we could see this on
the screen. As soon as they realized what happened
| believe the captain said, that is the -- the --
and he said the nanme but to me it sounded like |Iwo
Jima. | don't -- but he said -- it was clear that
he said the nane of the boat.

At that point the XO said, sir, should we
escort our guests? And we were told then to go down
to the -- the crew s ness. And so we went down to
the crew s ness and --

MS. BEAL: So the XO canme out of the sonar
room at that point and that's when he asked if he
should -- escort the guests?

MS. SCHNUR:  Yes.
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MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: |'m pretty sure he cane out of
t he sonar room but -- but |I'mnot 100 percent sure.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: But that's where he becane
visual to ne.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS5. SCHNUR: And -- and he woul d have cone
by us, and so | -- I'"'mpretty sure that's what
happened.

MS. BEAL: And did you hear any
conversation in the sonar roomduring this event?

MS. SCHNUR: | -- no.

MS. BEAL: Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: No. | wasn't paying any
attention to it.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS5. SCHNUR: And |'m not sure | could have
anyway. They have a curtain that's drawn.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And they talk -- they talk
pretty quietly in there.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: So anyway, we went down to the

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

34

-- the crew s ness, and they --

MS. BEAL: Well, let's back up. Wen they
-- when the periscope then | ocked on the fishing
vessel in distress, what -- can you descri be what
you saw?

M5. SCHNUR: | saw a boat, and | said to

whonmever was around ne, we need to get out of here.

And | imrediately tried | ooking around for
direction on howto -- 'cause | knew. | nean you
knew sonet hi ng was wrong and -- and there was no

pl ace for us where we were.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: They obviously needed to do
what they needed to do. So | personally was trying
to get direction as to how we can get out of their
way so they can handl e what needed to be handl ed.
Not that we were in the way. |'m not insinuating
that at all.

MS. BEAL: Right. | understand.

MS. SCHNUR: But | realized our place
wasn't there.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And so | was not watching the
screen anynore.
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MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: | -- | -- | saw the boat.

t hought | knew what happened. | didn't know for
sure until we got down to the crew s nmess where they
al so had the flat screen down there. And that's
when we saw the boat taking on water very fast.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS5. SCHNUR: And that's when it hit nme the
reality of what had happened.

Now, on nmy way down | was trying to decide
to nysel f whether or not we were going down, too.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: Because obviously we had hit
sonet hi ng.

MS. BEAL: Sure.

MS. SCHNUR: | had no way of know ng.
didn't know their |anguage. | wasn't really
listening to their |anguage nor would | have been
abl e to understand because they were -- they were --
t he commands that they were tal king about were
things that | didn't understand. And it wasn't for
alittle while before | heard the captain say when
we were down in the -- when we were in the nmess --
and we weren't there very long, but when he said
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that we were going to be turning in a search and
rescue did | realize that we were probably okay
because we woul dn't have been going on the search
and rescue had we not been okay.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: So | guess, on the selfish
standpoint, that's what | was worried about on our
qui ck journey fromthe control roomdown to the --
the mess where we were asked to be.

And we were only in there a couple m nutes
and the -- the commander got on and said somet hing
to the effect of -- very professionally, very
conpassi onately he was saying that -- that -- that
we -- and this was to everybody, that -- that --
that we had hit the whatever, the boat was -- still
can't pronounce it. W're going to be turning into
search and rescue. | would like our visitors to be
escorted to the torpedo room because the -- the
crew s nmess as well as the officer's ness needed to
turn into -- | don't renmenber the -- the words they
used but sonething that made ne realize it was goi ng
to be a triage.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And -- and the crew was
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already starting to get ready for that. And -- and
he tal ked about the divers getting ready and -- and
talking to his crew about to -- to keep calm to --

to realize that this is what we always trained for
and here we are and let's do it the right way.

And so we got down to the torpedo room and
just -- just -- we just waited there and got briefed
here and there for | don't know how long that it was
we were -- we were down there before -- before we
were noved on to the next thing. | think -- | don't
know how long it was. It may have been an hour, it
may have been two hours, | -- | really don't know.

MS. BEAL: Right.

MS. SCHNUR: But at sone point we were
noved back up to the -- the crew s ness. | guess
when they realized that -- that they weren't going
to be able to take anyone in.

And -- and we heard those conversations too
that -- and there was a point in tinme when we were
in the torpedo roomthat they asked if anybody spoke
-- or they started out with Chinese. Did anybody
speak Chi nese? W' re having comruni cations
problens. W're trying to tell themthat the waters
are too choppy, that it's not safe for themto cone
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here but we can't get through to them because they

don't -- we're having a comruni cation barrier.

And then -- then shortly thereafter they
realized, | guess, it was Japanese and asked if
anybody spoke Japanese. And if so, we -- we really
need to -- to try to be able to conmuni cate because

they' re not understanding what it is we' re saying
and they need to understand that -- that -- that it
woul d be way too risky for themto try to get on our
ship and that the Coast Guard's within 10 m nutes or
15 m nutes away.

MS. BEAL: And now we're -- you're in the

torpedo roomat this point. Wre there screens in

t here?
MS. SCHNUR: No. W saw nothing --
MS. BEAL: Okay.
MS5. SCHNUR: -- after we left that ness.
MS. BEAL: Okay.
MS. SCHNUR: We saw nothing on the outside
anyway.

MS. BEAL: When you were in the ness could
you see people trying to get off the --

MS. SCHNUR:  No. I --

MS. BEAL: -- of the Ehinme Maru?
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MS. SCHNUR: -- didn't see anybody.
MS. BEAL: No?

MS. SCHNUR:  No.

MS. BEAL: You saw no peopl e?

MS. SCHNUR: | saw no peopl e.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: Just saw the boat --
MS. BEAL: Uh huh.

MS. SCHNUR: ~-- taking on a |ot of water.
MS. BEAL: Uh huh.

MS. SCHNUR: That's why | was very

surprised and thrilled when | heard that 26 people

survived 'cause | -- | don't know where they were
when we were watching it, but -- but you know, they
were very -- the -- the periscope can focus in on
and -- and really it was taking in the ship. It

wasn't taking the waters around it.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: So if they were in the waters
around it we wouldn't have seen it --

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: -- with the view that they
had.

MS. BEAL: Mmhnmm  Okay.
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M5. SCHNUR: And | didn't -- we didn't -- |
-- | didn't see anybody trying to get off the
boat as it was taking on water. | just -- | just
did not -- | did not see any people at all.

MS. BEAL: Mmhnmm  Okay.

Okay. Anything el se?

MS. SCHNUR: |I'mtrying to think. | nean
fromthere on we were just getting briefings. W
were up in the ness and at sonme point they decided
that they were going to keep us overnight. And --
and |'ve got to say they were -- they were a
wonderful crew. They -- fromthe commander all the
way on down they -- they really took care of us from
t he noment we got on to the nonent we left. Even --
even through the tragedy and the accident they al
showed respect for their job, respect for the -- the
ot her crew nmenbers, respect for their guests,
respect for their position. You knew that they were
all scared and didn't know what was com ng but they
all did their jobs and they all did it
pr of essi onal | y.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And conpassionately.

MS. BEAL: Why were you -- why were you
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told you were going to be spending the night on the
boat ?

MS. SCHNUR: Because they wanted to assi st
with the search and rescue and the waters were too
choppy for any sort of transfer out there, which is
why we didn't take the survivors on board, because
they -- the water was too choppy and it woul d have
been too risky.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Okay. And during the
course of the night were there conversations between
the crew and the civilians regardi ng what had
happened?

MS. SCHNUR: No. Well, when we were in the
torpedo roomthere was an officer, and | want to say
it was Harris. Not 100 percent sure. He was -- he
was African American. | don't -- | can't even --
age, probably md 20s. He cane down to brief us.
And the first tinme he came down to brief us he told
us that we had hit -- that we had hit what | ooked to

be a whaling boat. And | don't renember what he

told -- the what -- what | renenber distinctly about
t hat conversation is he said, well, we're not sure
if it went down. Like that it went down and -- and
-- and fromwhat we saw in the -- in the officer's
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mess we were sure that it went down --

MS. BEAL: MM hrm

MS. SCHNUR: -- 'cause the way the water
was taken -- it would have been very shocking had --
had the -- had -- had it not gone down. But -- but

that was pretty shortly after we were down there and
| think he was just trying to cal mour nerves or
assure us or whatever.

But after -- after that there was a --
chief of staff, and he did brief us. Do I renmenber
what it was he -- well, yeah, he did -- he did -- he

did tell us that -- he ended up telling us when they
knew it was a fishing tramer. He told us that --
that -- that 26 were in lifeboats and -- and al so

once they had gotten rescued that they were rescued,

that they think that there was nine m ssing. They

told us that. He told us it was Japanese. He told
us -- as the night and norning transpired he -- he
was the one -- the chief of staff was the one who --

who took notes fromus as to who we wanted called to

| et them know we were okay since we were going to be

staying overnight. He let us know that -- | think
he was the one who |l et us know that -- that the
i ncident had gone very high profile, that -- that
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t here was what they thought to be a news canmera that
had taken pictures and that it had becone an

i nternational incident involving very high-Ilevel
peopl e.

Yeah, they did keep us infornmed. But did
t hey ever tal k about what happened? No. We still
don't know what happened.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: |'m not sure they knew what
happened. If they did, no, they didn't tell us.

MS. BEAL: Right. | understand.

MS. SCHNUR: But the conmander cane in and
briefed us several times, even up until the very
last tinme. He cane in and he just -- he apol ogi zed
profusely for the experience that we had had. It
wasn't supposed to be that way. It was supposed to
be a | ot of fun. He had pronised us initially that
he was going to sign a picture and -- and make sure

that we had that as a souvenir. And he told us that

-- that -- kind of early on in the evening that --
he said, I know you're going to think I'mcrazy for
t hi nki ng about this but | haven't forgotten about

the things that | prom sed you and that's part of
what | do.
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He told us the notto of the ship, and I
know honesty and integrity was there. | don't
remenber the third conmponent. He told us to try to
remenmber what it is we saw and to speak the truth
about it and to not enbellish at all, that the truth
is al ways what needs to conme out in the end. And
then -- and then upon -- he cane in -- as we were
goi ng back into Pearl Harbor that next norning he
cane in with our pictures. Again he apol ogi zed t hat
we -- we had to have the experience that we had and
-- and it doesn't typically work that way. And he -
- he said he didn't know what his own future was but
t hat he hopes that we renmenber that -- that
everybody on that ship stands for that notto, which
was the honesty, integrity, and the other conponent
which | don't seemto be able to remenber right now

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And just very classy. Very,
very, very classy.

Said that |I'm comander of the ship.
Everything comes down to nme. | apologize. | -- |
don't want you to think negatively of the Navy or
the mlitary. | mean all -- just all the right
class things that -- that -- to say, know ng what he
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was goi ng through.

MS. BEAL: Yeah. Okay. Susan, when you
were in the command room do you remenber who was
st andi ng around you?

MS. SCHNUR: My husband Tony was right off
to nmy right.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: To ny --

MS. BEAL: So what -- okay. So off to your
ri ght then was toward where the -- where the
controls were or --

MS. SCHNUR: No. It would have been cl oser
to the sonar room

MS. BEAL: Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: He woul d have been closer to
t he sonar room

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: | think that Koshy Watt was
near us.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: | think to ny left was Ms.
Clary. | don't know her first nane. She -- she
wasn't in our group. And that's all | remenber who

were right by us.
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MS. BEAL: Okay. That's fine. That's --
yeah. That helps. Okay. | nean, you know, it

hel ps us to visualize who all was where in that

room so that -- that hel ps us --
MS. SCHNUR: | -- and | hope | don't ness
you up. I'm-- I"monly trying to make sure that |

MS. BEAL: Well, no, we're getting
statenments from everybody, so you know, | nean we']l
-- we'll put all these pieces together and cone up
with, you know, some sort of a picture.

MS. SCHNUR: Hopefully I didn't mslead you
in any way, shape, or form

MS. BEAL: Yeah, yeah. So anything el se
that you would like to share with us?

MS. SCHNUR: Not that | can think of. |
may cone up with something --

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: -- later, but I -- | don't
think -- do you have any questions?
MS. BEAL: No, | -- 1 -- you know, | think

that, you know, so |long as you gave ne everything
you remenber fromthe time you reached the base.
And t hen the next day.
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Okay. Well, we didn't tal k about how you

got off the boat. Then | guess they sent a -- they

sent anot her boat out to -- to pick you up?
MS. SCHNUR: It was like a -- it was like a
ferry. Well -- well, and then the night we spent --

we ended up spending the mpjority -- they asked if -
- if we wanted to eat and they had set up food in
the -- in the crew s ness. And then -- and then we
all ended up in the officer's ness where they --

t hey brought out cards. They -- they had DVDs
avai l abl e for people who wanted to watch novies on
their little flat screen that's in the officer's
mess. They -- they brought, |ike, snacks and things
in there.

And -- and when people were ready to go to
bed they escorted them down to -- they had cl eared
out a -- a quarters. | think they said it was a 21-
bed area, and that's where the civilians were going
to be able to sl eep.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And | stayed -- | know I
stayed up in the officer's mess until probably 1:00,
and then | finally couldn't handle anynore and --
and was escorted down to where ny -- | know t hey
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don't call it bunk but whatever it is they cal
those. And -- and | stayed in there till about
5:00, got out, went to breakfast where they were
serving breakfast in the crew s nmess, and stayed in
the crew s mess -- no, | didn't stay there for that
long. We ate and then we went back to the officer's
nmess where we stayed there until it was time for us
to get off. And we were off-loaded onto this ferry
where we were transported back into the harbor. And
then we went to a debriefing room

MS. BEAL: And what happened there?

MS. SCHNUR: A very quick conversation

The -- we all sat down. It was |like a theater
alnost. Admiral -- | think his nane's Knepsky or
sonet hing of that nature, something |like that. He

spoke, apol ogized for us being involved in that,
tried to let us know where it stood, that it was an
international incident and the press is pretty
heavily on it. Again, told us that -- that they
woul d not release our nanmes until they were forced
to rel ease our nanmes. They told us that -- that
definite -- no, he -- he said probably the NTSB w ||
be conducting its own investigation, that they were
going to cooperate and that if we were called -- if
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we chose to we should cooperate. And then again
told us to -- to -- to tell the truth, the truth as
you saw it and as you renenber it.

And agai n, apol ogized and -- and that was
about it. It was very quick.

MS. BEAL: Okay.

MS. SCHNUR: | was kind of surprised it
wasn't nmore than that, but again, | don't know what
nore they woul d have done except namybe some gri ef
ki nd of stuff.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR:  But.

MS. BEAL: And have you had any further
comuni cation with them since that tinme?

MS. SCHNUR: Wth the Navy?

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: We have talked to -- | don't
know what his title is, but it's Warner. He's --
he's involved in public relations.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: We talked to him because --
|"'mtrying to think. Three or four days after the -
- the incident we started getting calls from NBC in
Houst on.
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MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS. SCHNUR: And we didn't really know how
to handl e the press and we wanted his advice.

MS. BEAL: Mm hmm

MS5. SCHNUR: O course, he didn't tell us
what to do.

MS. BEAL: Right.

MS. SCHNUR: He just said, well, these are
sone of your options. You can choose not to talk to
them you can choose to refer themdirectly to ne if
you want, and he gave us the phone nunber where the
press could contact him And he just kind of |et us
go. And so we've had, | would say, two or three
conversations with himstrictly regarding how to
handl e the press.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: Again, nobody's told us what
happened, how it happened, anything like that. But

MS. BEAL: So there have been no further
conmuni cations, then, regarding the incident -- the
accident itself? Just --

MS5. SCHNUR: No. | would |love to know. |
mean | would |love to know who to call to ask about
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it, but no, huh uh. It's just really been strictly
how to handl e the press.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Ckay.

MS. SCHNUR: And there's been -- we've had
probably two or three conversations.

MS. BEAL: Okay. Very good. Very good.
Al righty. Well, do you -- if you don't have
anything else, | don't think |I do at this point.

MS. SCHNUR: Ckay.

MS. BEAL: Like | said, | would like to
reserve the right to call you back if we need sone
addi tional information. Oher people will, like I
said, be listening to this tape and, you know,
putting together this with the other interviews from
t he ot her passengers to try to give us a clear
pi cture of --

MS. SCHNUR: Ckay.

MS. BEAL: -- you know, of what was goi ng
on in that room

MS. SCHNUR: WII| you potentially call ne
for clarification if something --

MS. BEAL: Yes, absolutely.

MS. SCHNUR: Ckay. That's fine.

MS. BEAL: If we have any -- if we -- you
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know, if we have any -- any further questions either
| or somebody else fromthe --

MS. SCHNUR: Ckay.

MS. BEAL: -- the investigation will give
you a call if need be.
And you feel free -- you have -- you still

have the nunmber for our conmand center?

MS. SCHNUR: | do.

MS. BEAL: Okay. You feel free to call nme
if you have any questions or if you think of
anyt hing, you know, that you didn't tal k about that
you think may be of interest to us. You know, feel
free to give us a call. W're -- we'll be happy to
take any additional information as it becones
avai |l abl e.

MS. SCHNUR: Ckay. And we -- we -- or |

will get a transcript?

MS. BEAL: Sure. Yeah. | don't know --
" m not sure how they handle it. | don't know
whet her we'll just make you a copy of the tape or
whet her we'll actually send you a transcript or
bot h.

MS. SCHNUR: Ckay.
MS. BEAL: ' m not sure. Most of the
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marine office is in Hawaii and -- and so, you know,
there are some of us that are sort of chipping in
here to help out. And I'mnot sure how that office
handl es it exactly, but --

MS. SCHNUR: Ckay.

MS. BEAL: -- but, you know, you definitely
will get something fromus. Al righty?

MS. SCHNUR: Sounds good.

MS. BEAL: Good. Has your husband cone

home?

MS. SCHNUR: He has. Let nme go find him
okay?

MS. BEAL: All righty.

MS. SCHNUR: Just a nonent.

MS. BEAL: Thank you, Susan. Good talking
to you.

MS. SCHNUR: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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